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For more than 35 years, Mathematica Policy Research, Inc., has been known for its high-
quality, objective research to support decisions about our nation's most pressing social 
policy problems. The firm has conducted some of the most important studies of health 
care, welfare, education, employment, nutrition, and early childhood policies and 
programs in the United States. This research, which crisscrosses the human life span from 
children's health and welfare to long-term care for elderly people, provides a sound 
foundation for decisions that affect the well-being of Americans. 
 
In the education and child development areas, scientifically based methods have been the 
hallmark of Mathematica's work for decades. Mathematica studies cover the earliest 
learning experiences of infants as well as education in the K-12 grades and college years. 
This research has provided important counsel to policymakers as they seek ideas for 
improving American education. 
 

 
Paper Abstract 

 
"Alternative Routes to Teaching: The Impacts of Teach for America on Student 

Achievement and Other Outcomes" 
 
This paper reports on a randomized experiment to study the impact of an alternative 
teacher preparation program, Teach For America (TFA), on student achievement and 
other outcomes.  We found that TFA teachers had a positive impact on math achievement 
and no impact on reading achievement.  The size of the impact on math scores was about 
15 percent of a standard deviation, equivalent to about one month of instruction.  The 
general conclusions did not differ substantially for subgroups of teachers, including 
novice teachers, or to subgroups of students.  We found no impacts on other student 
outcomes such as attendance, promotion, or disciplinary incidents, but TFA teachers were 
more likely to report problems with student behavior than were their peers.  The findings 
contradict claims that such programs allowing teachers to bypass the traditional route to 
the classroom harm students. 
 


